
Teaching Assistant Person Specification 

The Federation of Nettlestone and Newchurch Primary 
Schools 

 

 Essential Desirable for this particular post 

Qualifications • English GCSE grade C or equivalent  
• Maths GCSE grade C or equivalent  
• Willingness to undertake relevant training 

and professional development 

• Relevant Level 2 or Level 3 Teaching 
Assistant qualification (e.g. CACHE, NVQ, 
or equivalent) 

• Paediatric First Aid certificate or 
willingness to obtain 

• Safeguarding/Child Protection training 
(or willingness to complete) 

• Additional training or qualifications 
related to supporting children with SEND 

• Evidence of continued professional 
development in an educational setting 

Experience The Teaching Assistant will have: 

• Experience of working with children of 
primary school age (in a school, childcare, 
or similar setting) 

• Experience of supporting individuals or 
small groups with learning activities 

• Experience of working as part of a team 
• Experience of supporting positive 

behaviour in children 
• Experience of following guidance and 

instructions in a structured environment 

They may also have: 
 
• Experience working in a primary school 

setting 
• Experience supporting children with 

additional needs (e.g. SEND, EAL) 
• Experience delivering or supporting 

targeted interventions (e.g. literacy or 
numeracy groups) 

• Experience of working with children 
with behavioural, social, or emotional 
needs 

• Experience of liaising with parents or 
carers in a professional context 

• Experience of assisting with classroom 
organisation and preparation of 
learning resources 

• Experience of recording or reporting on 
pupil progress 

Knowledge 
and 
understanding 

The Teaching Assistant will be able to 
demonstrate: 
 
• Basic understanding of child 

development, particularly for primary-
aged children  

• Awareness of safeguarding and child 
protection responsibilities  

• Understanding of the importance of 
promoting a safe, inclusive, and 
supportive learning environment  

• Knowledge of basic literacy and 
numeracy to support classroom 
learning  

• Understanding of behaviour 
management strategies suitable for 
young children  

They may also be able to demonstrate: 
 
• Knowledge of the primary school 

curriculum (e.g. EYFS, KS1, KS2) 
• Understanding of different learning 

styles and how children learn effectively 
• Familiarity with school policies and 

procedures (e.g. health & safety, 
safeguarding in practice) 

• Awareness of intervention strategies to 
support pupils with additional needs 

• Basic understanding of assessment for 
learning and supporting pupil progress 

• Knowledge of positive behaviour support 
approaches 

 



• Awareness of the diverse needs of 
pupils, including those with additional 
learning needs (e.g. SEND, EAL)  

• Understanding of the role of a Teaching 
Assistant in supporting teaching and 
learning 

 
Skills The Teaching Assistant will have an ability 

to : 
 
• communicate clearly and effectively with 

children, staff, and parents 
• demonstrate good listening skills and the 

ability to respond sensitively to pupils’ 
needs 

• support children’s learning in both 
individual and group settings 

• encourage positive behaviour and 
manage low-level disruption 

• follow instructions and work as part of a 
team 

• use organisational skills and have the 
ability to manage time effectively 

• build positive and supportive relationships 
with children  

• adapt and respond to the varying needs 
of pupils and the classroom environment 

• use basic ICT skills to support learning 
activities 

• promote the Federation’s aims positively. 
 

They may also be able to: 
 
 
• use a range of strategies to support 

literacy and numeracy development 
• demonstrate skills in supporting pupils 

with additional needs (e.g. SEND, EAL) 
• assist with planning or delivering small 

group interventions 
• demonstrate confidence in using 

educational technology or classroom 
resources 

• observe and record pupil progress 
effectively 

• use behaviour management techniques 
such as therapeutic and restorative 
approaches 

• use creative skills to support engaging 
and interactive learning activities 

 

Personal 
Characteristics 

The Teaching Assistant will have an ability 
to : 
 
• remain patient, calm, and composed in a 

busy classroom environment 
• demonstrate a caring and supportive 

attitude towards children’s wellbeing and 
development 

• have a positive, enthusiastic, and 
motivated approach to working with 
children 

• be reliable, punctual, and committed to 
the role 

• maintain confidentiality and act with 
discretion 

• be flexible and adaptable in response to 
the changing needs of the school day 

• demonstrate a professional attitude and 
willingness to follow school policies and 
procedures 

• have a willingness to work collaboratively 
as part of a team 

• show empathy and understanding 
towards children from diverse 
backgrounds 

 

They may also: 
 
 
• be proactive and able to use initiative 

when supporting learning and behaviour 
• be resilient, with the ability to remain 

positive in challenging situations 
• demonstrate creativity and enthusiasm 

when engaging children in activities 
• be reflective, with a willingness to learn 

and develop professionally 
• show confidence in building relationships 

with parents and carers 
• have a strong sense of responsibility and 

commitment to safeguarding and 
inclusion 

• demonstrate initiative and take 
ownership of tasks and improvement.  

• maintain a positive outlook, using 
humour and joy to build a warm 
classroom atmosphere and contribute 
positive to our school family. 

• be keen to contribute to wider school life, 
enrichment, and extracurricular 
activities. 

  
 


