Phonics
Phonics is the journey of learning to read, write and spell. These vital skills are the beginning of a lifelong
journey. The process of learning to read and write begins from an early age, where children can learn and
practise many skills. This can be done in a range of ways and settings, including at home. Exposing children to
conversation and books is an essential start to their journey.
In Nettlestone Primary School, phonics begins with our Pre-School children. They are exposed to letters and
sounds around the environment, inside and out on a daily basis. Phase 1 phonics including environmental sounds,
are the focus for our youngest children. They listen for sounds around them, sounds that they can make
during their play, moving onto sounds that they can hear in their own and others names. Gross and fine motor
activities are offered throughout the sessions and are within the Continuous Provision.

Phonics in EYFS

I like phonics,
it’s fun!

At Nettlestone Primary School, we follow Little Wandle

Reception pupil

https://www.littlewandlelettersandsounds.org.uk/resources/for-parents/

Phase 1 phonics is taught in Pre-School to develop the childrens’ listening skills
and sound discrimination. The children are exposed to a language-rich environment
with activities that support the basic elements such as oral segmenting and
blending. This is done in a variety of ways including the sharing of good books,
singing, nursery rhymes, body percussion and environmental sounds.
Phase 2 is taught at the beginning of Reception. This phase builds upon the
oral blending and segmenting of the previous phase. Children continue to
practise what they have learnt and will also then be taught the graphemephoneme representations (letters).
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Phase 3 phonics is taught in the middle/towards the end of the Reception Year.
j, v, w, x, y, z, zz, qu, ch, sh, th, ng, ai, ee, igh, oa,
oo, oo, or, ur, ow, oi

Phonics in EYFS
All children in Reception receive a daily discrete phonics/spelling session or
activity. There are also phonics and spelling activities within the Continuous
Provision Time.
Within our Home learning grids, there is a phonics/spelling activity linked to
previous learning to ensure skills and concepts are reinforced.
In the Reception classroom, you will see a phonics working wall, displaying
the letters that the children have been learning during that week. These
are also displayed around the interactive whiteboard as a visual reminder to
support and reinforce their knowledge.
There is a Messaging Centre in the classroom with phonics activities and
mark making/phonics resources in all areas of the classroom.
The children like to use their phonics skills in the outdoor area. They enjoy
using large chalks on the ground, clipboards and paper, chalkboards and
other media to write with.

I can write cat
All by myself!
Reception
Pupil.

Phonics in EYFS
We teach children to listen to and identify the sounds that make up words. We
model the pure sound, pronouncing each letter sound clearly and distinctly without
adding additional sounds to the end e.g. ‘t’ not ‘tuh.’

Phonics vocabulary and their meanings.
•

Pure Sounds - Pronouncing the sounds of letters and combination of letters
correctly. Avoid the ‘uh’ at the end of the sound. So ‘mmmm’ not ‘muh’

•

Oral Blending - Your child hears a series of sounds and they are able to blend those sounds
together to make the whole word, for example you say ‘c-a-t’ and they blend to make ‘cat’.

•

Blending - Your child sees a word, says the individual sounds and then merges those sounds
together to make the whole word, for example they see ‘b-u-s’ and they blend to say ‘bus’.

•

Segmenting – The opposite to blending. Children break up the word into it’s component sounds. We
might use our ‘robot arms’ or ‘phonics fingers’ to count the number of sounds in the word.

Phonics in EYFS
•

Phoneme – The smallest unit of sound in a word. So the word ‘sun’ has 3, ‘chair’ has 2, ‘sport’ has 4.

•

Grapheme – The written form of the phoneme. It’s what we write on the paper or see on
resources.

•

Digraph – Two letters that make one sound, for example ‘ck’, ‘ee’ and ‘ar’. You have consonant
digraphs like ‘sh’ and ‘ch’ or vowel digraphs like ‘ai’, ‘oo’ and ‘ow’.

•

Trigraph – Three letters together that make one sound, for example ‘igh’, ‘ear’ and ‘ure’ learnt in
phase 3.

•

Split digraph – This is when a digraph like ‘ie’ has been split and a consonant has been placed in
the middle.

•

Decodable – Being able to ‘sound out’ the word into it’s component sounds.

•

Tricky Words – These are words that are not decodable. Children will need to learn these words
by sight and memory.

•

High Frequency Words – These are words that often occur in books and stories.

•

Sound Buttons – A dot or line that is placed under each grapheme. Every time your child presses
the button they say the phoneme then blend the word to read it.

•

CVC Word – Consonant, Vowel, Consonant. The word ‘top’ for example is a simple CVC word. The
word ‘rain’ is also a CVC word as it has the vowel digraph ‘ai’ in the middle.

Phonics in EYFS
To support the teaching of Phonics, we use:
•

Letters and Sounds

•

Bug Club

•

Pearson Phonics Bug

I like reading. My
best one is Sid’s
Nits!

Watch this video to hear the
correct pronounciation for each
sound.

Reception
Pupil.

Phonics and Spelling in KS1
In Year 1 the children continue to learn phonics through daily whole class inputs on the phonics phases
2-5. The children also receive small group phonics input sessions to focus on the phases that they are
working on. We use the Phonics Bug program. The children learn phonics throughout the year to prepare
them for the year 1 phonics screening which takes place in June.
In Year 2 we spend a short period of time recapping the phonics phases 2- 5 and teaching the phase 6
phonics before moving onto the Hampshire spelling scheme for the year 2 spelling curriculum. Children
in year 2 receive a daily 20 minute spelling lesson where we look at learning to spell the year 1 and 2
Common Exception Words as well as teaching them spelling rules for the year 2 spelling curriculum.
For example the suffixes ing, ed and ly. There are also phonics and spelling activities within COOL Time.

I like playing the
games to help me
with phonics.
Year 2 pupil

Phonics and Spelling in KS1
Within the Hampshire spelling scheme we have incorporated the recovery curriculum to help catch up from the Covid
closure. In Year 2 we have spent time teaching the phase 2-5 phonics in the Autumn term to close any gaps in learning
and all of the children have taken the phonics screening in the Autumn term.
Within our Home learning grids there is a phonics/spelling activity linked to previous learning to ensure skills and
concepts are reinforced.
Within KS1 classrooms you will see a learning wall that will show the phonics being taught that week. In addition to
this, there is a phonics wall for those who are still having phonics intervention and a spelling display where there is a
spelling for each day and the children have to find the definition of the word.
Effort and achievement in this area is celebrated through KS1 celebration assembly.
To support children who are SEN or those who have not met the phonics screening pass mark in year 1, they will
receive daily phonics intervention in year 2.
Within class, the children have access to phonics phase mats, sound mats and Common Exception Word mats to help
them with their spelling within their writing.
I like spotting the
digraphs in phonics
lessons.
Year 1 pupil

Phonics and Spelling in COOL Time
Sorting real and alien words in
COOL Time

Using padlocks and keys to
create common exception
words.

Spelling is fun
because we play
games to help us
with our spellings.
Year 2 pupil

Using scrabble letters to
spell Common Exception
Words.

Suffix flower – the children
went on a suffix hunt around
the outside area to see what
suffixes they could add to the
root word flower.

Spelling in LKS2

Learning how to spell
words helps me with my
writing.
Year 4 pupil.

In Year 3, the children consolidate the phonics that they have learnt in KS1.
This then moves on to spelling strategies which continues in Year 4. We are
currently using the Hampshire Recovery Programme for Spelling due to the
Covid-19 situation. Children in Lower Key Stage Two receive daily 20 minute
spelling lessons where they learn words from the Year 3 and 4 spelling list.
Recapping strategies are used from other year groups where the need arises,
as well as the current year group spelling curriculum.
Weekly spellings are given out to learn at home. Spellings are
differentiated depending on what the children need. These could be based
on common spelling errors found in class or the recommended government
word lists. The spellings are tested the following week in a mixture of
dictation and single word tests. They also have an English homework book
which contains lots of activities that help them with Grammar Punctuation
and Spelling (GPS).

Super effort in
our spellings are
celebrated in our
Key Stage Two
Assemblies.
Year 4 pupil.

Spelling in LKS2
In the classrooms there are Learning SPAG walls. These are
interactive where children can take word mats as well as
finding different strategies on how to spell words.
Dictionaries are available for all children to use.
New vocabulary is displayed on the writing learning wall. The
vocabulary is displayed as well as on vocabulary sheets that
the children have in their books for other curriculum areas.
Children who need extra support, work in small intervention
groups targeting their needs.

Writing Learning Wall

Learning SPAG w]Wall

I use a dictionary when I
want to find out how to
spell a more difficult or
longer word. I need to
know the first three
letters.
Year 4 pupil.

A Science Vocabulary
Sheet.

A Phonics Mat for children to
use independently to
find alternative ways to
spell sounds they hear in a
word.

Spelling in LKS2
How we learn our spellings in LKS2.
We use the Spell Well activities to help practise the childrens’ spellings such
as pyramid spelling, draw an image around a word and find the path through
the maze.

We use our handwriting
practice to learn our
spellings.
Year 3 pupil.

Spell Well activities help
me learn my spellings
in a fun way.
Year 3 pupil.

Spelling in LKS2
Spellings in our writing.
Incorrect spellings are marked with a dot or line underneath the word. The correct letters in the word are
ticked. The word is written in the margin with the incorrect letters missed out. The children using green pen,
need to put the correct sound or letter in. They need to use their phonics mat, word mat or dictionary to check
the spelling. Sometimes the children are given a choice of which sound or letters to use.

The work on homophones helps
me to spell them correctly and
not get them mixed up when I do
my writing.
Year 4 pupil.

Spelling in UKS2

I use green pen to correct my
mistakes and spelling lessons can be
fun –especially when we make our own
crosswords.

In Upper Key Stage Two, we follow the Hampshire spelling
programme –which this year (due to Covid -related school closure)
includes the recommended Recovery Spelling programme.

Year 6 pupil

Daily spelling tasks are included as part of a key skills session. Children learn spellings using a variety of
approaches including breaking words into sounds or syllables; breaking words into root words and affixes;
using word families; identifying words within words; creating mnemonics; becoming familiar with the shape
of words; and learning and applying common spelling rules.
Children learn words from the Year 5/6 recommended spelling list for a weekly test. Activities relating to the Year
5/6 spelling list and spelling patterns are regularly set on Seesaw –our home-learning platform. Children are also
encouraged to work on words from the spelling list that they personally find tricky.
The learning environment shows different methods for practising spellings, as well as reinforcing the taught
strategies for helping to spell tricky words. New spellings relating to the writing learning journey are displayed on
the learning wall. Likewise, new vocabulary across the curriculum is clearly displayed for reference.
Dictionaries are readily available and their independent use to check spellings is encouraged. In Year 5, children are
taught how to use dictionaries and guidance on their use is displayed to reinforce this.
All written work must be edited by children further to completion –including checking spellings. Key spellings
misspelt by children are identified when the work is marked, if they have been unable to identify them themselves
and children then work on these spellings using methods displayed.

Spelling in UKS2
Children requiring further support in this area receive additional small group input and have access to resources such
as personalised spelling dictionary sheets of common words and words from the Y3/4, and 5/6 Spelling Lists.
Using lots of different
ways to learn spellings
makes it more fun.
Year 5 pupil

The new ways of
learning words has
helped them to stick in
my brain.
Year 6 pupil

These are examples of our classwork and our home learning
activities on Seesaw. Effort and achievement in this area is
celebrated through KS2 celebration assembly.

