Reading at Nettlestone
Reading is a vital part of our learning at Nettlestone Primary and is at the heart of our curriculum learning. The staff
are dedicated to enabling our pupils to become lifelong readers and have an enthusiasm and passion for reading. At
Nettlestone we believe all children should be given the opportunities to become fluent, confident readers who are able
to successfully comprehend and understand a wide range of genres gaining knowledge about a wide range of authors
and topics to enable them to further develop their knowledge across curriculum subjects. We want children to have a
love of reading and provide them with opportunities to have the knowledge of a good range of authors and genres. A
love and passion for reading will also provide them with a range of vocabulary which will help them with their writing
and communication as well as transferring vocabulary across the curriculum. Within our key texts chosen to study in
literacy we provide the children with a variety of genres, authors and styles of writing. By the end of their time at
Nettlestone, all children should be able to read fluently and with confidence. There are no ceilings put on what our
pupils can achieve in reading and we do not hold pre-conceptions about any pupil’s ability to make progress. We feel it
is important that parents and carers are able to support their children with their reading journey both with word
reading and comprehension skills and we encourage parents to not only listen to their child read but also read to them
as well.

Reading - our curriculum
We work hard on developing children’s word-reading skills, fluency and comprehension as well as
promoting a love of reading for each child.

We…
• Place reading and books at the centre of the curriculum

• Teach word reading, fluency, prosody and comprehension skills
• Promote and encourage a love and passion of reading
• Believe that every child can learn to read with the right teaching and support
• Build time for all children to read independently, read aloud and be read to during the school day
• Involve parents to ensure the culture of reading that we are developing extends into the home.

Reading- word reading skills

The first steps of reading and word reading skills is taught as soon as our children enter Nettlestone in Reception
class. We teach phonic decoding skills in Reception and KS1 but this continues throughout the school for those
children who still require this input. Throughout the school the ‘common exception words’ (tricky words) are taught
from Reception class and carry on throughout the school.
Children in EYFS and year 1 take home 2 books twice a week; 1 book is linked to the phonics they are learning in class
and allow the children to independently decode the story. The other book is linked to their reading level and is a
reading for pleasure book which can be shared with their family. In year 2 those children who are still working on
their decoding of phonics continue with a decodable book and 1 for pleasure, where those who are more able readers
move onto 2 books that are reading for pleasure books from our Bug club reading scheme from Pearsons and Oxford
Reading Tree.
The majority of children in KS2 use our Free Readers reading scheme where they have a wide selection of current and
upto date books from a range of authors and genres.
Children also have access to our library to take their pick of modern books and children’s classics as well as
interesting information texts to enjoy at home.

Reading- Fluency
Children’s fluency within their reading is assessed when they are heard read by an adult whether this is
through 1:1 reading, small group reading or in whole class reading sessions.
In EYFS and KS1 children are given lots of opportunity to develop and practice their fluency and expression
through regular opportunities to read.
When reading in small groups or whole class reading sessions children who struggle with their reading are
able to gain experience of fluency and expression from their peers who may be a higher reading age
enabling them to see how we can develop and progress with our fluency.
Children in all year groups are given the opportunities to hear adults read in class through shared stories
and class novels that are read every day, this provides them with the opportunity to hear adults using
expression and fluency when reading.
We also provide our children with the opportunities to listen to authors and poets read through visits into
school and also online.
Throughout the school we show the children how important it is to share books with others.

Reading- comprehension
Throughout all year groups from EYFS to Year 6 we provide the children with the skills they require to
complete comprehension activities on the text they are reading, pictures, films, poetry and short
animations. We do this in an interesting and exciting way to ensure we continue that love of reading.
Children are taught to retrieve information, summarise, making inferences and use evidence from the text
to justify their answers, predictions and opinions. The teaching of comprehension takes place in a range of
ways these can be whole class, group reading or individual reading sessions.

Reading- A love of reading
At Nettlestone we have a passion and vision to ensure that we promote a love of reading to all of our
children to make them see that reading is enjoyable.
Children are encouraged to share their recommendations of books they love with their peers and
teachers. Teachers read to the class on a daily basis not only the text drivers for the children’s
curriculum learning but also to model a love of reading and how reading can transport you into another
world.
We have ensured that children have access to up to date and top selling authors and books to engage
them in their reading.
Children are encouraged to share their reading with others at home and we ask parents to support us
with listening to their child read and encouraging a love for reading.

Reading in KS1
Reading is a vital part of our literacy learning
in KS1. We use a set of rich text drivers that form our reading and
writing lessons. Children are exposed to a range of texts from different genres, styles, cultures
and authors throughout their time in KS1. The children will read both fiction and non-fiction as well
as poetry. Children regularly have the opportunity to read aloud to an audience as well as listening
to others read. Every day we finish the day with a story, in year 1 this is a text that the children
have voted on and is a different story every day where in year 2 the children listen to chapter
books. We believe it is important to share and promote a love of learning at an early age to engage
the children in reading and support them in making progress with
their reading.
I like reading
because I like
trying to read
the words
Year 1 pupil

In KS1 We follow the Hampshire planning for Reading to ensure all aspects of the curriculum
is taught over the year.
In KS1 we use the Bug club reading scheme by Pearsons which follows the phonics programme
we teach in KS1. Children have access to online books using Bug club by ActiveLearn as well as
physical books which are changed regularly. We also have Oxford reading Tree and Big Cat’s
books that provide children with books to read for pleasure.
As reading is a focus and a key part of our learning all children are heard read at least once a
week by an adult in school, where we work on expression and fluency as well as understanding
of the text.
Once children have become confident, fluent readers they become Free readers and are able
to select more challenging texts as their reading books.
In KS1 Part of the expected homework is that children read daily for 20 minutes. children
record their daily reading on Seesaw and also all children have access to BUG Club online.
Effort and achievement in this area is celebrated through KS1 celebration assembly.
For those children who find reading tricky they receive daily reading interventions where they
are heard by an adult in class each day and the text is discussed.
I like reading
to my teacher
as she helps
me to get
better.
Year 2 pupil

In Year 2 Parents are provided with a workshop on how to listen to their child read and to
incorporate comprehension questions and skills when they are at home. As well as how to help
their child become a fluent reader and promote that love of reading.
In Year 2 we have 2 whole class reading sessions a week where children read aloud to the rest
of the class and comprehension activities linked to the text are completed.
In Year 2 Children carry out short comprehension tasks relating to different short texts we
read in our whole class reading lessons at least once a week and the types of questions set link
to the types of questions that the children will experience in the year 2 SATs paper and also
to achieve curriculum objectives and TAFs.

We enjoy using
the story
telling chair to
do our whole
class reading.
Year 2 pupil

In Year 2 the children
have a copy of the class
texts we use for our
whole class reading
sessions so that they can
follow the story and join
in during the session. The
children can get comfy in
a space and immerse
themselves in the book
we are reading.

Whole Class Reading in
Year 2 using our story
telling chair in our
outside area.

Small group reading sessions
focusing on comprehension
skills.
We read lots of
interesting and
funny books in our
story time each
day. We now read
chapter books.
Year 2 Pupil

Reading in LKS2
In LKS2 we continue to use a range of text genres that excite and stimulate the
children. These are chosen from the text drivers for Years 3 and 4 which include
fiction, non-fiction and poetry. These are linked to other curriculum areas. The
focus of reading is to continue with fluency, using appropriate strategies to decode
words as well as reading with greater understanding. This is taught in guided
reading sessions and in the writing lessons. We follow the Hampshire planning for
Reading.
I can’t wait to
find out what
the next book
will be.
Year 4 pupil.

A child reads and highlights
text for descriptive
language to use in their
writing.

A class reader is read daily in the class by the teacher. The teacher models reading out loud
and sharing the enjoyment of books. Some of the books are ones that the children may have
read before but would like to hear read out loud and others are chosen to widen their
experience of books. This promotes the love of reading and supports their learning.
When I listen to a teacher
reading, I can learn new words.
Year 3 pupil.

I like silent reading
because I can focus
on what I am reading.
Year 3 pupil.

Children are encouraged to read for enjoyment
each day. They have independent reading time.
Each child has a home reading book. Some are
free readers so that they can choose a more
challenging text while others choose from the
book band that is appropriate for them. All
children choose a library book. Children are
heard read weekly.

Three times a week there is Whole class Reading lessons. This is in small
groups and is teacher led. The text is discussed and reading skills are
taught. There are verbal questions from the year groups Reading
curriculum.

The children are exposed to different types and formats of reading
comprehensions. Fiction, non-fiction and poetry. Skills for reading are revisited
such as skimming and scanning, inference, understanding vocabulary, giving
opinions with evidence from the text and selecting and retrieving information .
In guided reading I get
to learn new words and
the meanings of them.
Year 4 pupil.

Children who need extra support in Reading are heard read daily and take part in the Rapid
Read Programme. This focuses on comprehension, speaking and listening.
I like reading to an adult because
they can help you with tricky words.
Year 3 pupil.

I enjoy Rapid Read because I can
work with a teacher on my own.
I can practise sounding out and talk
about the books. It is a quiet time too.
Year 3 pupil.

In Year 3 and 4 we have reading tasks on our home learning grid. For example
Year 3 created posters that were used to persuade their classmates to read
their favourite book. Parents are encouraged to hear their children read at home
and record this in their home reading logs.
Achievement and effort is celebrated in the KS2 Celebration Assembly.
I like reading to find
out all the exciting
parts of a story.
Year 4 pupil.

I like reading because
I know it is going to
help me with my
spelling and writing.
Year 4 pupil.

Reading in UKS2
In UKS2 we continue to develop children’s reading skills and also to promote their enjoyment of reading. Across each
year children have access to a broad range of texts and authors. Texts used include a balance of fiction, non-fiction and
poetry. Children also experience texts which enable them to learn about different cultures and beliefs (eg Tales from
the Billabong –stories from aboriginal Australian culture- and Journey to Joburg).
A key text drives each term’s writing learning journey, as well as being used to develop skills in all areas of reading. The
objectives covered in our Reading Curriculum are those from the Hampshire planning guidance. A recovery curriculum has
been put in place this year to make sure children do not miss out on vital learning from the previous year’s curriculum.
All children carry out comprehension tasks relating to the class text at least once a week and the types of questions set
link to areas of weakness identified in children’s learning in this area (eg find and copy the word that shows, or giving or
selecting a particular number of pieces of evidence). Creative ways of checking children’s understanding of passages are
used –so that reading activities are interesting and rewarding for the children. Children regularly have the opportunity to
read aloud to an audience, as well as listening to others reading and following their own text at the same time. Discussion
of texts, as a class, or in small groups, also plays an important role in developing children’s reading skills.

I think books are better than
television because you can imagine
what the characters are like in your
own way. (Y5)

I find reading relaxing. I find
reading takes me away. (Y5)

Year 6 children carry out SATs style CGP
reading activities on a weekly basis. They
discuss and refine their answers, building
strong understanding of what constitutes a
full and appropriate answer and why. Less
confident readers work in groups on these
tasks, building their skills in reading aloud, as
well as their comprehension skills.

I think that it’s good we
get time to read in class –
I’m currently reading one
of the books from the
class library and I’m
really enjoying it. (Y5)

Part of the expected homework is that
children read daily. Children are beginning to
use our home learning platform, Seesaw, to
respond to their reading in creative ways:

Children experiencing difficulty with reading
are supported by our class TAs through one
to one Rapid Reading twice weekly, or
intensive small group reading input. Progress
is monitored and all children carry out a
reading assessment at the end of each term.

Children also enjoy a class novel –a small chunk of which is read daily.

In addition to this, children apply their reading skills across the curriculum with comprehension being
developed through learning in History and Geography. Children in Year 6 also enjoy the opportunity of
reading publicly –for example during the Christmas carol service. (Due to Covid19 restrictions this
year, children were recorded reading in the local church and this was then shared with families
through Seesaw.)

Examples of our Reading activities:

I love listening to the
class novel every day:
it is really good! (Y5
boy)

I go to the library and I
don’t mess about, just get
the book. I like most books
and I can read them on my
own. I enjoy reading
because it is nice and
relaxing. (Year 6 boy)

CPD for reading
At Nettlestone we ensure that all staff are kept up to date with the current reading CPD. The
reading leader attends courses on Developing reading through attending English hub courses
across Local Authorities.
The YEAR 2 and Year 6 teachers all attend training linked to their year groups to see how we
can update an improve the teaching of reading within these areas to help with the end of Key
Stage Sat’s.
All training is the fed back at Staff meetings to ensure the information provided is given to all
staff for them to implement into their classes as well to support the whole school focus on
Reading.
Attending CPD from different
providers regarding the role of the
reading leader has enabled me to
gain ideas to put into practice at
Nettlestone to help develop our
reading curriculum and approach.

On a recent year 6 course the CPD was
useful as it emphasised the importance of
the children having regular exposure to
the wording and skills required for them
to answer reading comprehension
questions successfully by the end of year
6.
Year 6 Teacher.

Impact of Covid
•

•
•
•

Children have not been able to borrow and take home physical books from the school reading scheme and the library
during the current lockdown due to restrictions. Staff have provided parents with information regarding online reading
schemes that are free to use for KS2 whilst KS1 have had the online Pearson's Bug Club books that the school have a
subscription with.
Children have been encouraged by teachers to read books that they have at home to continue to develop their fluency
and expression within reading and develop their love of reading.
Teachers have read to the children through videos uploaded to our learning platforms of Seesaw and Tapestry to
provide the children with high quality texts for their texts linked to their writing as well as stories for pleasure.
Children have continued to develop their reading comprehension skills and learning through lessons provided by
teachers. Teachers have provided the children with high quality texts and comprehension questions to allow the
children to continue to develop their skills of inference and deduction whilst using remote learning.

Examples of
remote learning
reading
comprehension.

Impact of Covid continued
• World Book Day was still celebrated in lockdown with the whole school using the same text Memory
Bottles by Beth Shoshan. Children produced work in the areas of writing, reading, art and PHSE linked to
the text and we connected it to our memories and experiences of the Covid Lockdowns of 2020/21.
• Due to the Covid restrictions we have not been able to invite authors into the school to talk and inspire our
children. However the children in EYFS/KS1 and the children in KS2 have had the opportunity during
lockdown to take part in Webinars with authors who spoke about their new books, how they came upp with
the idea for their books and what it takes to be an author.

Watching live
author
webinars
during
remote
learning.

It was good to
see a real life
author. I
wanted her to
read more from
the book. Yr 4
pupil.

My favourite part of
the webinar was
listening to Hannah
talking about the how
she got the idea for
the book. And the
cute polar bears. I
would really like to
read this book. Yr 6
pupil.

