
28th April 2023                                                 Value of the week: Courage 

READING SURVEY—THANK YOU FOR YOUR FEEDBACK! 

We had an amazing  104  responses to our reading survey sent to you at the 
end of last half term. We are keen to share the headlines of the information 
you kindly shared with us which we will use to inform our future provision. 

 

95.2% of those who responded agreed that it 
was important to hear their child read at home. 

 

 

97.1% agree that they have a variety of reading materials in the home. 

 

 

61.5% of you regularly visit the local library. 

 

Only 44.8% of families ‘always’ read their child a bedtime story with  
48.6% ‘sometimes’ sharing a story at bedtime. 

 

29.8% of families ‘always’ record when they hear their child read, 49% 
do this ‘sometimes’ and 21.1% ‘never’ record when they hear their child 
read. 

 

In addition, most  hear their children read between 3-4 times a week but families also commented that 
they feel less confident in supporting specific reading skills with 43.3% sharing that they do not feel 

completely confident with decoding and a further 36% with each aspect of blending , 
questioning and fluency.  We are looking into ways we can further support parents 
with these aspects as well as making recording reading more manageable. 

A whole host of authors named were shared as writers that children enjoy and we 
will use these to update both class and the whole school library areas. 

Thank you for helping to make a difference! 



ASSEMBLY THIS WEEK 

 

This week, our value in school has been Courage. Mrs Jacobs introduced the children to 
music from Derek Paravicini, a famous blind pianist.  The children discussed the music and 
how hard it could be for this pianist to attain this standard and how he must be extremely 
resilient and hardworking. 

The second half of the assembly, reflected on World Earth Day and the children were shown 
a video of King Charles III telling us about his Terra Carta (a mandate written to support 
businesses to take ambitious and practical action to accelerate their progress towards a 
sustainable future). This included extracts from the beautiful book 'It's Up to Us' written by Christopher Lloyd which 
we have recently purchased for the school library. Mrs Jacobs explained that the Terra Carta is like our school vision 

in that this sets out ambitious and practical plans for us as a school to work towards the 
children's future.  

At the end of the video, King Charles set the children a Terra Carta Challenge - can the 
children create a picture through any medium that depicts their ideas for the planet of the 
future. He asked them directly - what would you like to see? This challenge was given to our 
children as a ‘mission possible’ to complete at school or at home and you can watch the video 
here: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bSdKiF9VWCs 

 

STAFF MENTAL HEALTH AND WELLBEING 

Thank you to everyone for your continued  communication with school.  We would like to remind 
our community that we do endeavour to read all emails during our school working day and will try 
to respond to you as soon as possible however please understand our priority will always be 
teaching your children.  We will respond to you as soon as we possibly can.   

Thank you for your continued support. 

OUR GREEN ARMY! 

Our year 6 netball team made fantastic progress at 
the Ryde district festival held at Bembridge on 
Friday. They drew their first game 1-1 against the 
home team and also drew with Haylands in the 
second game. This put Nettlestone second in their 
group meaning they had to play the top team in the 
other group. Nettlestone played a far more 
experienced Bembridge team and unfortunately lost but learnt 
some valuable lessons on marking our player and passing with 
accuracy. So when the team played Bembridge again they were 

able to win 3-2 with Sophia and Izzy scoring for us, putting us 3rd out of the 6 teams taking part. 

ATTENTION ALL YEAR 1 PARENTS 

Miss Williams would like to invite all Year 1 parents to attend a Phonics Screening 
Information session. She will be hosting these events on: 

 Tuesday 9th May 2023 at 2.20pm 

 Thursday 18th May 2023 at 8.40am 

Please do try and attend so that you are fully aware of what this assessment entails 
for your child and how you can continue to support them over the coming weeks. 

Thank you in advance for your support. 

Heads%20up…


YEAR 6 INVESTIGATE! 

Year 6 thoroughly enjoyed their visit to Nettlecombe Farm in Whitwell. As part 
of our ‘I can make healthy choices’ agenda, the class had an opportunity to be 
at one with nature before their upcoming SATs in May.  They enjoyed feeding 
lambs, sheep, goats and donkeys. They kept their distance from the alpacas 
who like to spit! Year 6 enjoyed walking round the farm and discussing the 

animals with Tallulah 
and Fern from 
Nettlecombe Farm. We finished 
the visit by eating our lunch al 
fresco. Everyone came back to 
school with colour in their cheeks 
and smiles on their faces!  

KEEPING CHILDREN SAFE—TO WATCH OR NOT? 

We recognise that young people today face massive pressures, one of which is to 
watch films and recordings that are targeted at older age groups. The extensive 
use of mobile phones has given primary age children easily access to content that 
is potentially both highly dangerous and damaging.  Research shows the impact of 
viewing disturbing content can effect young people for life and can distort their perception of normality; they can 

become desensitised to pain and suffering; they may also find it incredibly 
difficult to form healthy relationships in the future. 
It is impossible for adults to monitor this usage all of the time and  so it is 
imperative that the young people themselves learn of the dangers that come 
from watching, where to seek advice and how to simply say ‘No.’  

We cover such content in our PHSE lessons in school but would 
encourage parents to be mindful of the access that they give 
their children at home and ask the question should my children 
watch this or not? 

INDUSTRIAL ACTION THIS TERM 

This week our school has been impacted by strike action taken by members of the 
NEU taken in response to issues linked with teachers pay, recruitment and retention.   
It is unfortunate that the situation has not yet been resolved and we hope that our 
communities appreciate that our staff continually do their best for pupils, but the 
system in which teachers work is getting more and more challenging.  The key issue remains that 
despite government protests to the contrary, the current offer is not fully funded meaning that 
additional monies will be taken from existing school budgets to pay for the proposed increase.  This 
means more and more money being taken away from the children in our schools. 

Please be reminded that the next date for proposed action is Tuesday 2nd May and the school will be 
closed to children in Year 4 only on this day.   

There are no further confirmed dates for planned action but we will of course alert our community as 
soon as any changes are known. 



A LITTLE INSIGHT INTO THE PUPIL’S LEARNING THIS WEEK: 

Apple Class are really enjoying their topic ‘Down at the bottom of the garden’. They have read the book ‘I can only draw 
worms’ by Will Mabbitt as well as looking at non-fiction books about seeds and butterflies. The children have been set a 
challenge this week to find out if worms all look the same. The children are continuing to observe the class caterpillars 
and have noticed that they have just started to crawl to the top of the pot ready to form chrysalis’s. The children have 

continued to do lots of planting in our outside area, soon we shall herbs, vegetables and flowers growing, 
which is very exciting. In Phonics, the children have been focusing on phase 4 words and especially reading CVCC 
words. In Maths, the children have been revisiting the concept of cardinality, the idea that the last number in the count 
tells us how many there are altogether. They have enjoyed counting above 20 and spotting patterns. 

In Year 1 this week we have been reading and talking about the story, The Pirates Next Door by Jonny Duddle. Our 
discussions included talking about differences and how just because someone is different from us, it doesn ’t mean 
we can’t be friends. We have also started writing our very own pirate stories. In Maths, we have been learning about 
position and direction. We have been following instructions involving left, right, whole, half and quarter turns. In 
Science we have been learning about carnivores, herbivores and omnivores and we have started to sort some 
animals (including ourselves) under these headings. In PSHE, we have been learning about healthy eating and why 
this is important. We have also been drawing a picture of a healthy lunchbox. 

Year Two have started looking at measurement this week and have practiced reading weighing scales, measuring 
jugs, and thermometers. They have also been gathering facts about lions to begin sorting into subheadings ready for 
non-chronological report for writing next week. In Science, they have been testing different surfaces on ramps, and 
evaluating their ability to move an object the furthest distance. In Computing, they have continued their work on 
digital photography, and are using cameras to capture different types of pictures. In Music they learnt a new song, 
ready for the King's coronation. A very busy week! 

This week in English we have started our new text called ‘The Night Box’. We have discovered that this is a poem. We 
have been visualising what the phrases mean. We have been investigating length in Maths. First, we were learning 
about metres and centimetres. We had to measure out three metres of string and work out how many ten centimetres 
there were in the three metres. We soon found out that we made mistakes doing this practically for a range of reasons, 
so we looked at using addition, and multiplication to work it out. We had to know that one metre is the same as one 
hundred centimetres. As scientists, we have been investigating how raisins can dance. This involved lemonade and 
raisins!  Our local environment is our Geography learning this term. We have started to look at the local area using Google Maps, 
identifying nearby places that we know.  

We have been working hard in Year 4 this week with lots of our lessons linked to electricity due to both our Science 
and DT topics focusing on electricity. In science this week we looked at circuits and making our own electrical circuits 
using equipment like bulbs, batteries, switches, wires and cells. In DT we did product research on torches looking at 
how torches differ depending on what they are used for. During our Maths lessons this week we have been busy 
looking at converting fractions into decimals focusing on converting tenths into decimals and dividing a 1 and 2 digit 
number by 10. We have continued our work on Leon and the place between in English this week looking at 
vocabulary used to engage the reader, as well as a visit from the magical character Abdul Kazam to help us with 

writing our adverts for a new magic show. A very busy week well done Year 4. 

This week, we excitingly had our first sailing session for half of the class and we very much enjoyed getting out on the 
water, practising our skills. The sun was shining for us, so we were particularly lucky! For the children who stayed in 
school, we commenced an exciting writing adventure, where we worked on setting the scene for a mystery story. We 
enjoyed thinking about how to create a secretive setting and also how to introduce our main characters -showing the 
reader what they're like by the way they behave, rather than telling the reader who is the 'goodie' and who is the 
'baddie'. We have also completed our propagators and planted seeds inside them. Now we can't wait for our seeds to 
germinate! 

This week in Turing class, we read a poem by the writer Neil Gaiman called 'What you need to be warm'. He wrote 
this poem in response to the Syrian refugee crisis. We found out that he had written the poem after asking his 
Twitter followers to contribute ideas about what makes us warm both physically and emotionally. We discussed the 
choices he had made as a poet and the effect these choices had on us his readers. In maths, we focused on revision 
of approaches to reasoning questions in preparation for SATs. Another busy week that we thoroughly enjoyed!  

 

 



CONVERSATION STARTERS! 

Want to know what your children have been learning this week?  Here are some 
conversation starters that may help you talk to them about what they have been 

Pre-School 

Talk to me about…. nature and the environment around 
us 

Tips of the week….. please don’t forget to name all your 
child’s clothing  

Words to use …… flowers, Animals, Mini Beasts, Growing  

We have been reading…… I can only draw worms by Will 
Mabbitt  

Reception 

Words to use – planting, seeds, bulbs, seedlings, shoots, 
plants, leaves, stem 

Talk to me about ... the seeds we have been planting 

Top tips ... can you count different flowers and minibeasts 
in your garden? 

We have been reading … ‘I can only draw worms’ by Will 
Mabbitt 

Class 1 

Talk to me about…what different animals eat. 

Words to use…carnivore, herbivore, omnivore Tips for the 
week…Play Simon Says, include instructions such as: do 
a whole or full turn to the right. Do a half turn to the left. 
Do a quarter turn. 

We have been reading…The Pirates Next Door by Jonny 
Duddle 

Class 2 

Talk to me about... lions!  

Words to use... habitat, carnivore, diet, adapt, mane, cubs . 

Tips for the week... please ensure your child has            
completed homework on Seesaw (set each Friday).  

We have been reading.. Clem and Crab, Little Turtle and 
the Sea, Tinga Tinga: why a lion ROARs, Tinga Tinga: Why 
a crocodile has a bumpy back.  

Class 3 

Talk to me about ...length. 

Words to use:... centimetres, metres. 

Tips for this week...  there are one hundred centimetres 
in one metre.  

We have been reading:... The Night Box by Louise Greig 
and Shrinking Violet Definitely Needs a Dog by Lou 
Kuenzler  

Class 4 

Talk to me about... decimals and how to turn tenths into 
decimals, Using Scratch to create algorithms, the physical 
landscape of the IOW and London, researching torches, 
making electrical circuits with equipment and our magic 
show adverts.  

Words to use... decimals, tenths, adverts, electrical circuit, 
cell, battery, wire, switch, bulb, Scratch, algorithm, physi-
cal landscape.  

Tips for the week... continue practicing your times tables 
and your common exception words.  

We have been reading - Leon and the Place Between by 
Angela McAllister and The Lost Whale by Hannah Gold  

Class 5 

Talk to me about... the relationship between fractions, 
decimals and percentages 

Words to use... fraction, decimal, percentage, tenth, hun-
dredth, thousandth, whole, equal parts of a whole 

Tips for this week... percentage actually means out of 
one hundred, so we know 100% is the same as 100/100, 
which is the same as one whole 

We have been reading... The Island by Armin Greder 

Class 6 

Talk to me about ...Neil Gaiman's poem. What do we need 
to keep warm? 

Words to use... writer's choices; inverse; continent; coun-
try; capital city; political and physical maps. 

Tips for the week... why not make a worry doll for a friend 
or someone in your family? 

We have been reading...the poem 'What you need to be 
warm' by Neil Gaiman; Jake Atlas and the Hunt for the 
Feathered God' by Rob Lloyd Jones. Will Pan and Jake's 
parents find out what they have done? 





 

 

You are cordially invited to Nettlestone Primary School’s 
Coronation Party! 

When: Friday 5th May at 12.30pm  

Where: The school field (weather permitting) 

We are looking forward to seeing you on the 5th May to 
celebrate the coronation of King Charles III.  Thank you 
to all those who have booked to enjoy a school picnic.  
Please note that the date for orders has now passed.  Do 
not worry if you forgot to order you can still bring your 
own lunch to have on the field with us.   We will advise on 
the morning if we need to adopt an 
alternative plan due to the weather—keep 
your fingers crossed for some lovely 
sunshine! 



Lunchtime Menu — Chartwells for week beginning  2nd May 2023 

 

 Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

Regular   Butter Chicken 
Curry & Rice 

Roast Pork, 
Roast Potatoes 
& Gravy 

Fish Fingers & 
Chips 

SPECIAL MENU 

CORONATION 
LUNCH 

Vegetarian  Tomato 
Vegetable 
Burger & 
Wedges 

Cheesy 
Ploughman’s 
Picnic Plate 

Vegetarian 
Dippers & 
Chips 

HAVE YOU 
ORDERED? 

Dessert  Berry Flapjack 
& Fruit Slices 

Chocolate 
Brownie & Fruit 

Pineapple 
Upside Cake 

 

ALL HOT MEAL ORDERS MUST BE IN BY 9.00AM  

DON’T BE LATE THE COOK CAN’T WAIT! 

 

KEY STAGE  EYFS/1 CELEBRATION ASSEMBLY 

 

 

 

 

                 Stanley                          Jetor  and Noah PT           Amelia and Yasmin                          Bella                      

 

 

 

                                 

 

 

 

 

Headteacher Awards 

Year 4—Ellie 

Year 4—Joshua 

Headteacher Awards 

Year 6—Renon 

Year 6—Mae 

Headteacher Awards 

Year 5—Tom 

 

 

KEY STAGE 2 CELEBRATION ASSEMBLY 

We are super proud of all of our winners ! 

Headteacher 
Awards 

Year 3—Macie 

 


