9th December 2022

Value of the week: PEACE

A VERY SPECIAL BABY
In a traditional Nativity story our KS1
classes performed the story of A Very
Special Baby to packed audiences this
week. It was lovely to see the children
performing to their friends and family
upon our stage, something we missed so
very much during the pandemic.
The story told of how every night the
star lit up the night-time sky. They
listen to the angels because the angels
have some very important and exciting
news; Mary and Joseph, played brilliantly
by Journey, Lily and Arthur, are
on their way to Bethlehem.
The stars watch as the shepherds
rush to Bethlehem to see Baby
Jesus. The three kings made
their way to see Baby Jesus.
They can’t see where they are
going until the stars shine brightly
and guide the way. The stars and
the angels watch as the kings give
great gifts to the Baby. Everyone
rejoices at the wonderful news.
There were 3 performances and both parents and children thoroughly enjoyed
the production, especially the catchy songs, which many were singing as they
left to go home! Thanks to the generosity of parents for supporting school by
purchasing their tickets this enabled school to raise over £400.

THANK YOU FOR YOUR RESPONSES
At the time of writing we have had over 180 responses to our plea for your
thoughts regarding the drop off and pick up arrangements currently in place.
The majority of our community felt that the existing arrangements require
further thought to alternative timings of the school day to facilitate all
children arriving and being collected at the same time.
We are seriously considering how we can ‘make this happen!’
This is helpful and will inform our thoughts when considering how we lengthen
our school day in readiness for September 2023.

AMAZING CREATIVITY!
We were all amazed by the creativity of our children. By using
recycled resources we had a wide selection of decorations to
celebrate. We would like to congratulate the following children (in
year group order) )for their outstanding creations.:
Charlie, Charlotte, Lyra, Everly, Poppy B, Ralph, Ronnie and Esme C.
Well done everyone.
BON VOYAGE!
Next Friday is the last day for Mrs Dyer and Miss Gravatt. They have both been amazing
team players for our ‘Green Team’ and we have enabled they to achieve their Level 3
Teaching Assistant qualification through our apprenticeship scheme. We wish them both
every success for the future in all that they do.

KEY DATES FOR THIS TERM:
14th Dec— Choir carol session
15th Dec—Christmas Lunch Day / Christmas Jumper Day
15th Dec—EYFS Sing around the Tree
16th Dec—Key Stage 2 Carol Service
16th Dec - Last Day of Term.
FOREST SCHOOL NEWS DECEMBER 2022
We have come to the end of our first term at Forest school. The children have really
enjoyed learning outdoors and have embraced all the opportunities so far. This term we
have learnt:
Fire safety – the fire circle (ask us to sing the song)
How to start a fire using flint and steel (ask us about dragon sneezes)
How to groom a pony (ask us about Midge and Billy)
How to look after rabbits and guinea pigs (ask us about Dobby, Penguin
and Magic)
How to work with alpacas (ask us about Ferdinand, Horatio and Dexter)
How to use commands with a dog
(ask us about Becky and Luna)
How to toast marshmallows and
make s’mores on an open fire
How to use a hand drill (ask us
about drilling conkers to make a
mobile)
All of the activities have provided opportunities for visual, auditory and
kinaesthetic learning. They are also flexible, enabling all children to
achieve with a degree of challenge, building confidence and self-esteem
and encouraging the perseverance that will help to build resilience. We
are very much looking forward to more adventures next term.

KEEPING FAMILIES SAFE—A MESSAGE FROM THE NHS
Vaccinations for COVID-19 and flu can offer protection against getting seriously ill and
spreading infection to others. They save lives and help keep people out of hospital.
Catching both COVID and flu at the same time increases the risk of getting seriously ill. It is
important that those at greatest risk come forward for all the vaccines they need to protect
themselves and those around them.
You can get your free vaccine by:

•

Responding to a message from your GP inviting you to get vaccinated.

•

Popping into a pharmacy for a flu vaccine

•

Calling 119 between 7am and 11pm daily to book an appointment or booking online (Covid-19). You may be
offered appointments at St Mary's hospital or a community pharmacy.
Going to a walk-in clinic for the COVID-19 jab. A list of these is on this NHS website: https://orlo.uk/lzVdb

COST OF LIVING CRISIS—A MESSAGE FROM THE IOW COUNCIL
All Islanders can access support with the cost of living. The Isle of Wight Council has
lots of support and help on its website: iow.gov.uk/costofliving Warm spaces are free
and available across the Island.
Here are 5 things you can do today:
•

Use an independent, free and anonymous benefits calculator to check you’re getting everything you’re
entitled to. There's a list on the government website.

•

Get free energy saving advice from the Isle of Wight experts The Footprint Trust Charity.

•

Join an Isle of Wight Community Pantry. They are open to everyone. For £5 a week, members receive
over £15 worth of fresh, frozen, tinned and dry food. Read more about them on our cost of living
webpages.

•

Get advice from the experts. Citizens Advice Isle of Wight provide free, independent and confidential
advice. Contact them on 0800 144 8848 or visit their website. https://www.citizensadviceiw.org.uk/

•

Look after your mental health. It's OK not to be OK. Call NHS 111 or go to the Isle of Wight
Community Mental Health Support Hub. https://www.iwmentalhealth.co.uk/

CAROL CONCERT
Please be reminded that the Carol Concert planned for the last day of term at St Peter’s
Church, Seaview is for Key Stage 2 pupils only.
KS1 pupils have celebrated with families at the Nativity this week and EYFS (Pre-School and Reception) will
be performing in the playground on Thursday 15th at 9am.
We look forward to seeing KS2 friends and families at the church at 9.30am.

KEEPING CHILDREN SAFE— AN UPDATE FROM PUBLIC HEALTH
Given the high prevalence of invasive Group A Streptococcal disease across the UK the local Public
Health teams are in close contact with schools. A communication has been sent to parents
directly this week detailing signs and symptoms and sharing the following advice:
The most important thing to be aware of are the early signs and symptoms of invasive Group A Streptococcal
disease. These are; high fever, severe muscle aches, localised muscle tenderness and redness at the site
of a wound.
If your child becomes unwell, the advice is to contact your GP practice. Alternatively, you can call NHS 111
and you should also call NHS111 if your surgery is closed.
If your child is unwell with these symptoms they should stay off school until they are better.
Because Group A Streptococcal disease is spread through coughing, sneezing and skin contact, it is important
to have good hand hygiene and catch coughs and sneezes in tissues and throw these away. If you are unwell,
stay at home and seek medical advice.
This will all help limit the spread of other infections, which are common this time of year.

THE ANIMALS ARRIVED!
On Friday 2nd December year 4 dressed up as different animals as part of
our science topic this term. The children all looked amazing we had
butterflies, cats and zebras to name a few. The children classified and
sorted themselves into the correct groups and carried out classification
keys. The children also created fact files and how to look after
instructions for an animal of their choice.

WE ARE WINNERS! (Report written by Esme)
Last Sunday, my sister Maddie, from Year 2 , and I
competed in the South region School Trampolining
Competition. We were able to bounce on our usual
trampolines as it was hosted by our club Wight
Flyers at Medina Leisure Centre in Newport. We
both had to complete two routines to a panel of five judges and
probably around 200 spectators and gymnasts. Maddie came 15th out
of 58 primary school age girls in her first competition. She was very
nervous but did amazingly and I am very proud of her. I was pleased
to finish fourth out of fourteen girls and to qualify for the next
round in Kent in January. We both really enjoy trampolining and are
grateful to Nettlestone for entering us.

WHAT HAVE WE BEEN LEARNING THIS WEEK?
Year 1 have had an extremely busy week with four performances of our Nativity, 'A Very Special Baby'. Alongside
Y2, the children re-told the story of Mary & Joseph's journey to Bethlehem and the birth of baby Jesus.Each
audience was so impressed with the children's confidence and beautiful singing - well done everyone! In
RE this week, the children have been thinking about journeys and how the journeys for Mary & Joseph,
the shepherds and the three kings all had a happy ending with the birth of Jesus. The children talked
about why the birth of Jesus is important to Christians and how Christians might celebrate at this time
of year
In Year Two this week we have been performing our Nativity! KS1 were fantastic in their Dress
Rehearsal and received a huge applause at the end. They should all be very proud of themselves. In English, we have
been writing independently about Nativity. The children have been learning about 'symbols' during our RE Day and
have learnt that symbols can mean different things to different people/religions. We looked specifically at candles
and how they can be used within different celebrations and traditions and why. The children have done some
fantastic reflecting on their own traditions and beliefs. In Art, we used chalks and pastels to create
some brilliant snowmen designs. We were following a tutorial, and linked it to our work about instructions.
The children followed the instructions to create their drawings.
This week in Thompson Class we have been finding out about the main character, a Stone Age girl called
Om. We have used the pictures and collected information about her from the story ‘A Stone Age
boy’ We have used this information to write our own detailed description of Om. This week we have
been learning about the concept of images in Religious Education. We have thought about how we wish
others to see us and how the image of angels are seen in Christianity.
Wow we have had another busy week in year 4 again this week. On Wednesday we had our RE day where
we learnt all about Mary and why Christians believe she is Holy. We discussed what Holy means and what
special people and objects we might have. We also produced some lovely stained glass windows using
water colours of an image of Mary. We have written and edited our own adventure stories for our make
believe lands this week in English using all of the skills we have been learning including sentence lengths
for effect and directed speech. Multiplication and division has been our focus in maths this week and we
have started our learning impressing the Year 4 team with our understanding of multiplying and dividing
by 1, 0, 10 and 100. In science we have recapped on what the 7 life processes are before we investigated
what organisms we can find on the field and also how factors like the weather, temperature and hours of
daylight can affect what organisms we can see. We also looked at how habitats can be affected by
environmental changes.
We have had a fun and productive week this week. We only have five points left to earn our class fish and we also
have a beautiful Christmas tree in the classroom. We enjoyed making decorations on Wednesday. We used
photographs of our own faces and then created Father Christmas bodies around them , before hanging them on the
tree. This was a welcome relief after all of the very hard thinking we have been doing learning how to
do long multiplication using the expanded column method. However, we are really proud of the
progress we have made in this area. In addition to this, we have been learning how to tell the time in
Spanish. We can now ask what the time is and also say all of the o'clock times. We have even learned a
fun game to play in the playground, using this Spanish vocabulary. In English, we have been doing
valuable group work, discussing ideas that people may give for and against a refugee child being
allowed to join a class. The diary entries we wrote, putting ourselves in the position of a refugee child
were very effective and made excellent use of the new sentence structures we had explored. Next we
are going to write a letter in the role of one of the children from the school the refugee child in the story tried to
join. Miss Beale is very much looking forward to reading these! During our RE Day, we found out
some amazing things about the Christmas story that we hadn't realised before! Please ask us all about
this learning.
This week in our reading lesson, we read a text about the history of football. We learned that there
were no goalkeepers in the nineteenth century game of football. Goalkeepers were not introduced until
1871. In our Maths lessons, we have continued to work with mixed fractions (a whole number and a
fraction). We have added them and then used this knowledge in reasoning problems involving mixed
fractions. On Tuesday we watched the KS1 Nativity performance. It was wonderful! Our R.E. day focused
on the nativity. We studied the two birth narratives from the Gospels of Matthew and Luke. We looked
at the concept of interpretation and how both disciples had perceived this important event in the
Christian tradition. We explored the concept of interpretation further by looking at issues that occur in a school
day: a misunderstanding in the playground and by looking at visually ambiguous pictures: can you see a duck or a hare?

CONVERSATION STARTERS!
Want to know what your children have been learning this week? Here are some
conversation starters that may help you talk to them about what they have been up to in
class!
YEAR 1

YEAR 2

Talk to me about...the Christmas story

Talk to me about... what candles might represent in
your own family traditions.

Words to use...Mary, Joseph, baby Jesus,
Bethlehem, stable, shepherds, three kings
Tips for the week...Don't forget it is Christmas
jumper day at Nettlestone next Thursday (15th)!
We have been reading...different stories in The
Lighthouse Keeper's Lunch series

Tips for the week... have conversations with your
child about people you miss. How do you remember
them? How do you feel when you think of them?
We have been reading ...Cookie's Christmas
Invention

YEAR 3

YEAR 4

Talk to me about... images

Talk to me about... RE day Mary mother of God,
Multiplying by 1 and 0 and dividing by 1 and itself,
Our adventure stories and how the environment can
affect habitats.

Words to use... myself, stereotype, angels, guardian
angel, Gabriel, archangel, messenger.
Tips of the week... Did you know that the word
angel comes from the ancient Greek word “angelos”
which means messenger.
We have been reading... Shrinking Violet by Lou
Kuenzier and Stone Age Boy by Satoshi Kitamura

Words to use... Holy, Mary, Annunciation,
multiplying, dividing and environmental effects.
Tips for the week... Continue to learn your year 3/4
common exception words and your times tables
We have been reading... The land of Roar

YEAR 5

YEAR 6

Talk to me about... the role of prophecy in the
Christmas story. Which gifts did the magi bring?
Why are these gifts so important to the story?

Talk to me about what I discovered about the
unusual practices of the early goalkeepers.

Words to use... magi, gold, frankincense, myrrh,
kingship, deity, death
Tips for the week... Prophecy is really important in
the Christmas story and the gifts brought to Jesus
are extremely prophetic (gold -representing
kingship, frankincense representing deity and myrrh
representing death)
We have been reading: The Day War Came

Words to use: mixed fraction; improper fraction;
interpretation; perspective; points of view.
Tips for the week: keep reading and recording it on
Boom Reader.
We have been reading: 'Keeper' by Alan Gibson and
'Letters from the Lighthouse' by Emma Carrollshould the residents of Budmouth Point help the
German pilot? The Gospels of Luke and Matthew;
the birth of Jesus.

KEEPING CHILDREN SAFE ONLINE
We have been made aware that ‘friend finding’ apps are growing in popularity
amongst primary aged children. Sadly, post pandemic research shows that more
children are reporting feelings of loneliness and are turning to online chat to
prevent feelings of isolation. If you child has any sort of mobile device with
internet connectivity or may receive such a device as a Christmas present these
top tips may assist you in managing their use at home with your child. Please remember we are always here to
support you too.
Top Tips

•

Try the app. Before allowing a child or young person to use a friend-finding and social networking app,
download it and try it for yourself. First-hand experience will help you think about whether it’s appropriate
for the child or young person in your care.

•

Talk about friendships. Open up a conversation about friendship, loneliness, and whether the child and
young person in your care feels they have support and people to talk to. Don’t mention friend-finding and
social networking apps unless they bring them up first. They might not have heard of them before, and you
could just be encouraging their curiosity.

•

Provide channels for conversation. Make sure the children and young people in your care know who their
trusted adults are and that they can go to them to talk about their feelings, experiences, and concerns. By
ensuring they have someone to talk to ‘in real life’, you’re lessening the likelihood they will turn to strangers
online for advice and support, which could leave them vulnerable for manipulation.

•

Support, don’t react. Should the child in your care come to you with concerns or
worries about an interaction they’ve had with someone on an app like HiPal Walkie Talkie
or Wizz, it’s important not to react negatively or overdramatically. This could put them
off coming to you in the future. Instead, listen, reassure them that you are there for
them, and offer support.

Lunchtime Menu — Chartwells for week beginning 12th December 2022

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Choice 1

Macaroni
Cheese

Chicken Pie &
Wedges

Beef
XMAS Lunch
Bolognaise with Day
Pasta

Fish Fingers &
Chips

Choice 2

Vegetarian
Cheese &
Sausage with
Tomato Pizza
Mashed Potato

Vegetarian
Bolognaise

Quorn Dippers

Dessert

Chocolate
Sponge

Oat Cookie

Lemon Slice

Vanilla Ice
Cream

Thursday

ALL HOT MEAL ORDERS MUST BE IN BY 9.00AM
DON’T BE LATE THE COOK CAN’T WAIT!

Friday

