
12th May 2023                                 Value of the week: Trust 

CAN YOU MAKE A DIFFERENCE? 

Members of our Governing Body met last night to 
consider the school budget position.  It was 
identified that there are still a lot of monies owed 
by our school community on School Money.  
Individually the payments owed are often very 
little but together they add up to £1,543 which is a lot of money 
that would like to be spent on the children in school. 

Governors do appreciate that, due to the cost of living, 
circumstances are challenging at present and they are keen to support parents but with school budgets 
being increasingly squeezed please be aware that there is absolutely no capacity to write off these 
monies without significant impact on other areas of expenditure such as money spent on school staff or 
resources. 

To make a difference to everyone please take the time to check your account this weekend and make 
every effort to pay towards what is owed to the school especially if you still owe for Coolkidz as this 
money really should have been paid before your child attended and enjoyed the club yet we still have a 
staggering £555 owed in this area.   

If you are not in a position to clear your account or have a query please make direct contact with the 
school office,  Mrs Jacobs or Miss Howarth to discuss a way forward.  Thank you for your support. 

WE CAN MAKE HEALTHY CHOICES! 

At Nettlestone we support children to develop in many diverse aspects of 
life.  We teach children to develop their confidence and resilience and 
through subjects such as PSHE (Personal, Social, Health and Economic Education) and RSE (Relationship 
and Sex Education) help them to become responsible, respectful, reflect wisely and behave with 
integrity.  We are expected to deliver content related to safeguarding risks (including online risks), issues 
of consent and what constitutes healthy relationships amongst other topics.  Relationship education is 
compulsory for primary school pupils. 

We use a whole school approach to health and wellbeing called SCARF to support our 
teaching and this ensures that resources are age appropriate and quality assured.  The 
materials are continually updated and staff have been trained well to deliver the lesson 
content.  If you are keen to find out more about the scheme or take a look at some of the 
resources, Miss White our PHSE coordinator would like to extend an invite to attend a 
‘drop in’ session next Wednesday (17th May) at 1.45pm.   



KEEPING CHILDREN SAFE—ONLINE 

The NSPCC have alerted us this week to a new positivity campaign designed to help 
parents support their children when using the internet.  Please see their information 
below and follow the link to access the resources:  

The internet can be a difficult place for your child to navigate. It can be hard to 
know the real from the fake, how to avoid seeing negative content, or what to do if a mistake is made. 

That's why we've launched our positive online habits – six top tips to help your child feel good about how they use 
the internet. 

They can help you start a conversation with your family about online wellbeing. So you can all feel informed, 
confident and happy during your time online.  

Our brand new Positively online campaign, supported by Jo Malone London, features content 
supporting parents to help their children navigate the online world. It includes six top tips, 
two videos and a quiz that families can take together. 
The idea is to get parents talking to their kids about their online wellbeing and what we can all 
do to feel more positive when using the internet.  

To find out more please click this link -  Positively online. 

YOU CAN MAKE A DIFFERENCE! 

Along with the newsletter this week you have been sent a 
school meals survey from Chartwells. 

Please take a few moments of your time to complete the 
survey to ensure that school meals remain reflective of parental 
expectations. 

Your feedback really does help to shape the menus and make a difference. 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR FEEDBACK 

Thank you to all parents that joined us for our coronation celebrations last Friday.  We 
have had some lovely feedback about how our friends and family enjoyed the event with 
many suggesting it was a perfect start to the long weekend! 

KEEPING CHILDREN SAFE 

Sadly, we have been made aware of reports of vomiting and diarrhoea impacting 
children within our school community with some cases linked to an infection called 
Cryptosporidiosis.   

The symptoms of Cryptosporidiosis are typically watery diarrhoea and stomach pains.  
Unfortunately we have been advised that there are no specific treatments for the illness which is 
usually self-limiting. 

It seems timely to remind our community that with any episodes of sickness and or diarrhoea we 
ask that families do not send children back to school until 24  hours after the symptoms have 
stopped or 48 hours if both symptoms are present.   

https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/online-safety/online-wellbeing/positively-online/?utm_campaign=April_CSO-newletter&utm_content=Positively%20Online%20campaign&utm_medium=email&utm_source=Adestra


SPORTS, SPORTS, SPORTS!        

 U’11 GIRLS FOOTBALL 

Our champions arranged a friendly match against Greenmount 
Primary to finish off a fantastic season of football. Against the larger 
school the Green Army produced their best performance of the 
year. All the girls played in a variety of positions and took turns to 
rest so everyone had equal time on the pitch, we amazingly had 6 
different goalscorers!  

Izzy J opened the scoring 5 minutes into the game, slotting the ball home after a mazy dribble. Further goals 
followed from Bonnie, Elsie and a second for Izzy, just before half time Issey C scored to make it 5-0.  

The home team came out the second half a lot stronger and the girls had to play some good football to set up 
Sienna to score her first goal on her debut for the school team. Greenmount managed to score late in the second 
half, but there was still time for Mae to score a long range effort that the keeper was unable to keep out.  

The girls finish the year unbeaten, and have a 6 aside tournament to look forward to later in the month. They have 
shown tremendous progress over the year and should be very proud of their performances, we are certainly very 
proud of them! #gogreenarmy 

ARE YOU WALKING THE WIGHT 2023? 

Good luck to all of our families that are participating in Walk the Wight this 
weekend.  A team of staff and their families are testing their resilience and 
are making a difference by signing up for the challenge and so look out for 
them if you are walking! 

Every year, people who take part in Mountbatten’s Walk the Wight raise a phenomenal amount of money, which 
enables Mountbatten  to develop their services for Islanders and their families when they need us most, wherever 
they are on the Island.  If you would like to sponsor our staff team please email the office for the link and we 
would be happy to share it with you. 

There is also still time to register should you wish to take part in either the 4, 8, 12.5, 14 or full 26.5 mile walk and 
registrations can be made via https://www.mountbatten.org.uk/wtwreg 

We look forward to celebrating the success of the staff team and any pupils that walk in future celebration 
assemblies so do not forget to bring in those medals! 

IT’S  ONLY 9 DAYS TO THE NEWCHURCH NINE! 

There is still time to sign up for the Newchurch Nine taking place on Sunday 21st May. 

Whether you fancy entering the 900m, 4.5km or the full 9km the event is about having fun 
whilst getting fit!  All runners will be entered to the fantastic prize draw and we have had 
some amazing prizes donated from a host of local businesses who are keen to support our 
school fundraising efforts.   

Thank you to everyone who has donated or signed up to run so far—we have a good volume of runners entered 
already but we would like lots more!  Please remember that every penny of the entry fee goes 
towards school resources.  Make it happen and sign up today by clicking the link! 

https://newchurchprimaryschool.eventrac.co.uk/e/the-newchurch-nine-2023-
9403 

https://www.mountbatten.org.uk/wtwreg
https://newchurchprimaryschool.eventrac.co.uk/e/the-newchurch-nine-2023-9403
https://newchurchprimaryschool.eventrac.co.uk/e/the-newchurch-nine-2023-9403


WHAT HAVE WE BEEN LEARNING THIS WEEK? 
 
This week our little learners have been building and strengthening their core muscles. We have seen lots of stretching, 
climbing and swinging on our climbing ropes, tires and rope swing. The children have showed resilience on the 
apparatus by not giving up and trying again and again. Also in our digging area using the spades and diggers to build 
up our strength, loading up the diggers and buckets to transport and move the soil.  
 
 

Apple Class have continued to enjoy their ‘Down at the bottom of the Garden’ topic. We have been excited to see 
some of our butterflies emerge from their chrysalis’, we have fed them orange and sugar water and have released 
them outside. This week we have had a ladybird focus and have read the books ‘The Bad-Tempered Ladybird’ by Eric 
Carle and ‘The Very Lazy Ladybird’ by Isobel Finn. The children have been able to make paper plate and wooden 
spoon ladybirds. The children have continued to take care of their outside area and have enjoyed watering and 
caring for our seedlings as well as plant new pots and hanging baskets. In Phonics, the children have been focusing 

on phase 4 words and especially reading longer words. In Maths, the children have been ordering numbers and have been 
talking about whether they are ‘more than’ or ‘less than’ a given number. 
 
 
In Year 1 this week, we have using out knowledge of counting in 2s, 5s and 10s to help us solve simple multiplication 
problems. In History, we have been thinking more about smugglers. We looked at maps and views of the Isle of Wight 
and talked about why the island would have been a good place for smuggling. We have also created and labelled our 
own pirate treasure maps. In Computing, we continued our learning about how to use the toolbar to make words 
bold or italic, to underline words and to change the font. 
 
 

This week Year Two have written letters to King Charles to tell him about our Coronation Day and begun to look at 
writing a poem on what makes a good king. They have also written their non chronological reports about lions. In 
Maths, we are revising addition and using number lines to support addition of two two-digit numbers. In Science, the 
children worked in teams to record data from their experiment, and used tape measures to record the distance of 
each object after it rolled down the ramp. In Geography, they have been comparing two cities within Kenya, and 

discussing the similarities and differences between the features. 
 
 
This week we have been reading a different poem called The Magic Box.  We looked at one verse of the poem and 
innovated this by using ideas from our story The Night Box. In Science, we have answered the big question: How can 
I identify materials based on their properties?  We then moved on to our new topic of plants and their food 
production and as scientists we are planning a longer investigation to try and find out how plants make their food. In 
Art, we are continuing to try out different shading techniques.  Our maths learning this week has involved us adding 
lengths using the standard units of measure. 
 
 

This week year 4 have completed their work on fractions looking at adding and subtracting fractions as well as problem 
solving. The children have really impressed us with their fraction work this week. In literacy we have started our new 
book Leon and the place between, we have spent time looking at vocabulary used to create suspense and effect. 
London was our focus in geography this week and we learnt about the 32 boroughs of London and locating them on a 
map. On Monday we had RE day and discussed what rituals are and how these differ from routines. We discussed 
types of rituals and looked at the story of the empty tomb creating some fantastic art work on our own images of the 

empty tomb. We ended the day by learning about the Paschal candle and what it symbolises and how and when it is used.  
 
 
In maths, we have been effectively using mental methods to add decimals and we have even looked at some SATs 
style questions and realised they aren't actually as tricky as we thought! We have continued to do some fantastic 
writing, inspired by The Island, giving lots of thought to our use of powerful description and applying skills taught in 
previous learning journeys. We have also looked at how we can use colons and semicolons to connect ideas within 
our sentences. We enjoyed carrying out some art work in the style of the pictures in the book too. We used pastels to 
do this. The seeds we germinated in our propagators are now large seedlings and we are getting ready to pot them 
on. We can't wait to see them eventually flower -or to pick our own fresh peas!  
 
 

This week in Turing class, we have completed our SATs! We started each day with breakfast: bacon rolls or 
croissants. We approached our tests calmly and used the advice we had been given: read the questions carefully; 
move to the next question if you are unsure; and check the answers if there is time. All the adults who have been 
involved in administering the SATs have been hugely impressed by our quiet determination to do well. Our 
afternoons have involved making crowns to share with our pets and cuddly toys and uploading photos to 
Seesaw. We also played the board games we made. Some of us set up a raffle with interesting prizes. We finished 

the week with a nature scavenger hunt and a movie. 





CONVERSATION STARTERS! 

Want to know what your children have been learning this week?  Here are some conversation 
starters that may help you talk to them about what they have been up to in class! 

PRE-SCHOOL 
Talk to me about…. The amazing things your children do to 
show resilience  
Tips of the week...Give your child a challenge, Can you put 
on your own shoes, Can you button / zip up your coat  
Words to use ... Have a go, keep trying, You can do it, 
You’re Amazing!  
We have been reading...What the Ladybird Heard by Julia 
Donaldson  
  

RECEPTION 
Words to use...butterfly, chrysalis, antennae, thorax, 
abdomen, wings, legs, red admiral. 
Talk to me about ... our class butterflies 
Tips of the week... Can you practise reading our new tricky 
words? 
We have been reading ...The bad-tempered ladybird’ by 
Eric Carle and ‘The very lazy ladybird’ by Isobel Finn 

CLASS 1 

Talk to me about…how to use the bold, italic and underline 
icons and change the font within word. 

Words to use…bold, italic, underline, font  

Tips of the week…Don’t forget the phonics meeting next 
week.  

We have been reading…Jellyfish are Disgusting by Joshua 
George 

CLASS 2 

Talk to me about... adding using a number line.  

Words to use... jumps, addition, equals, total 

Tips for the week... Please ensure you are logging all 
reading to Boomreader! 

We have been reading... George's Marvellous Medicine  

CLASS 3 
Talk to me about ... adding lengths. 
Words to use... centimetres, millimetres, metres, 
converting, efficient method, mental addition, column 
addition.  
Tips for the week... Personification can make our writing 
become more alive to the reader, for example: ‘The fireflies 
flew around at night.’ This gives the reader basic 
information about the fireflies, but if we write ‘The fireflies 
danced as the moon smiled down upon them.’ Here we are 
using personification to give the fireflies human qualities of 
dancing and the moon a human quality of smiling. This 
makes it more interesting for the reader.  
We have been reading...  The Night Box by Louise Greig 
and Shrinking Violet definitely needs a dog by Lou 
Kuenzler.   

CLASS 4 
Talk to me about... Hover Travel trip, comparing and 
ordering decimals, dividing by 100 to make 1 and 2 decimal 
place numbers, our setting description and Landmarks of 
the Isle of Wight and London. 
Words to use... decimals, comparing, more than , less than, 
equal to, ordering, smallest, largest, landmarks. 
Tips for the week... Practice our times tables and our 
common exception words.  
We have been reading.. Leon and the Place between and 
The Lost Whale 

CLASS 5 
 
Talk to me about ...calculating with decimals 
Words to use: fraction, decimal, tenth, hundredth, 
thousandth, ten/one hundred/one thousand times bigger/
smaller 
Tips for the week:...we have been looking at how we can 
apply our ability to add ones to adding tenths, hundredths 
and thousandths. We know that if 7 add 5 is twelve,  0.7 
add 0.5 will be 1.2. The numbers we are adding are both 
ten times smaller, so the answer will be ten times smaller.  
We have been reading... The Island by Armin Greder 

CLASS 6 

Talk to me about... doing something relaxing this weekend! 

Words to use… resilience! 

Tips for the week... think about what you felt went well this 
week. Be proud of yourself! 

We have been reading... Jake Atlas and the Hunt for the 
Feathered God by Rob Lloyd Jones. What is going to 
happen to Jake now that he has shot his mum AND his dad 
with a stun gun? 

 

 

 

 



Lunchtime Menu — Chartwells for week beginning  15th May 2023 

 

 Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

Main  Cheese & 
Tomato Pizza 
with Wedges 

Chinese 
Chicken & 
Vegetable Rice 

Roast 
Gammon, 
Roast Potatoes 

Beef Lasagne, 
Garlic & Herb 
Bread 

Fish Fingers & 
Chips 

Vegetarian Vegetable 
Pastry Roll & 
Wedges 

Macaroni 
Cheese 

Sweet Potato & 
Chickpea Roast, 
Roast Potatoes 

Vegetable 
Lasagne, Garlic 
& Herb  Bread 

Vegetarian 
Dippers & 
Chips 

Dessert Oat Chocolate 
Cookie & Fruit 

Orange Jelly Chocolate and 
Banana Marble 
Cake 

Banana and 
Apple Flapjack 
with Fruit 

Strawberry Ice 
Cream 

 

 

ALL HOT MEAL ORDERS MUST BE IN BY 9.00AM  

DON’T BE LATE THE COOK CAN’T WAIT! 

 

CAN YOU ‘BEE’ A HERO? 

In recognition of World Bee Day on the 20th May our school meals providers 
Chartwells have launched a competition to inspire action to halt the decline of 
bumblebees.  

Pollinators like bumblebees are essential in the production of much of our food.  
Without them we would have 30% less of the food we eat today. 

Chartwells are asking for our children to ‘make a difference’ and ‘get involved’ by designing a ‘How can 
we Bee Helpful?’ poster, sharing their ideas on how we can help bumblebees. 

The competition is open to all and our fabulous catering team will choose the winners who will receive a 
special badge and a T Shirt.  Look out for the special poster sheets to enter that will be coming to school 
next week with winners picked on the 19th May. 

Chartwells will also be offering a bee themed menu to continue to raise awareness of the importance of 
bees. 


