
19th May 2023                                 Value of the week: Kindness 

ASSEMBLY THIS WEEK 

Our value this week is Kindness and as it also happens to be World Day for 
Cultural Diversity for Dialogue and Development on May 21, 2023. Mrs 
Jacobs talked to the school about how kindness and respect and tolerance 
are very similar and learning about different cultures helps us to be all three 
of these things. The children were also reminded that Respect and Tolerance 
are British values. 

The assembly enjoyed listening to the music of 'The Faran Ensemble' who 
are proud that their music is a journey through the sounds, landscapes and 
cultures of the East. You can listen for yourselves here: https://
www.youtube.com/watch?v=h8-x8khe8nw 

The assembly finished by talking about kindness and respect at lunch and break 
times, the children were reminded of different rules to ensure that they are safe 
and happy while playing outside. They also talked about manners while eating and 
the fact that the dining hall should be treated like a fancy restaurant in terms of 
the manners that children display. Mrs Jacobs will be surveying the children about 
lunchtimes very soon to check that children are feeling safe and happy at these 
times. 

KEY ASSESSMENT DATES FOR THE SUMMER TERM 

Here are the key school assessment dates for 2023.  Please make an extra 
special effort to ensure that your child is in school on the dates of their 
assessment as we are bound by the DfE schedule and they cannot be 
administered at alternative times. 

• Year 1 phonic screen - week commencing Monday 12 June 2023  

• End of Key Stage 1 Assessments (Year 2) - during May 2023 

• Multiplication Check (Year 4) - within the 2-week period from Monday 
5 June 2023.  

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=h8-x8khe8nw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=h8-x8khe8nw


KEEPING CHILDREN SAFE—MENTAL HEALTH AWARENESS WEEK 

The theme for Mental Health Awareness week this year is ‘Anxiety’ and the aim is to 
get people talking in order that they can be helped to manage and get support for 
their mental health. 

Recognising the signs that a child may be struggling with their mental health can be really hard.   In school we 
encourage children from the earliest age to ‘speak out to stay safe’ but when it comes to mental health it may be 
hard for a child to recognise for themselves that they need support. 

Adults in school are trained to support children who present with behaviours that may be associated with their 
mental health and we are able to signpost to specialist support services when necessary. 

The NSPCC have also got excellent advice to help parents support children who may be 
experiencing depression, anxiety, suicidal feelings or self-harm.  Please look at their website 
(https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/childrens-mental-health/ ) should you need 
more support or contact us in school if you are in any way worried about your child.  We will 
always do our best to support. 

During Mental Health Awareness Week it is also important to recognise that being a parent can be tough.   
Changes to our mental health can sometimes affect children and their well-being. They 
may pick up on your anxiety or low mood. This doesn't mean you should hide or 
minimise your feelings. You can try to explain them using phrases like, "It's ok to get big 
feelings, everyone gets big feelings but it's still the grown up's job to look after the 
children" or "If grown-up's get big feelings it's not your fault - we can ask other grown-
ups for help with our feelings." 

It's important to give children reassurance and support. Looking after your own mental 
health is vital to your child’s well-being so don't be afraid to try new things together or 
feel worried about doing something for yourself to take care of your own well-being.   
The NSPCC also have great support if adults need help too.  Their helpline counsellors are on hand, whatever your 
worry if you would rather talk to someone unfamiliar rather than someone in school.   You can call them on 0808 
800 5000 or email help@nspcc.org.uk. 

THANK YOU TO OUR FRIENDS THE WATERSIDE POOL! 

 

This week Year 3 helped Reception class to plant trees in our school grounds 
that were donated to us by our friends at The Waterside.  These trees have 
been planted in memory of Her Majesty The Queen, as well as to improve the 
biodiversity, provide shade for future summer months and do our part to 
reduce carbon dioxide in the atmosphere.   We look forward to seeing how 
they develop in the future. 
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SPORTS, SPORTS, SPORTS!        

 

We are so proud of our gymnastics superstar!  

Last Saturday Skye took part in her gymnastics grades.  She did not only 
pass with commendation but she placed 1st overall which means she is 
Grade 3 Hampshire Champion and will go forward to represent Hampshire 
and the Isle of Wight in the English regional finals in a few weeks time.   

Well done Skye. 

 

NEWCHURCH NINE NEWS! 

If you have not managed to enter as yet please do not worry as you will be able to enter on 
the morning of the event.  Whether you fancy entering the 900m, 4.5km or the full 9km the 
event is about having fun whilst getting fit!  All runners will be entered to the fantastic prize 
draw and we have already had some awesome prizes donated from a host of local 
businesses who are keen to support our school fundraising efforts.   

We look forward to seeing you on Sunday! 

 WELL DONE FOR WALKING THE WIGHT 

Congratulations to all of our community who Walked the Wight in aid of the Earl Mountbatten Hospice last Sunday.   

We know that we had walkers that completed either the flat walk, children’s walk or half the distance as well as 
determined folk that completed the entire 26 mile course from Bembridge Airport to Alum Bay.  There were some 
sore legs and feet in school on Monday but also lots of smiles and shiny medals! We are all super proud of those 
who gave their time and or sponsorship for this fantastic local charity including our fab staff team.  What a way to 
show resilience and make a difference!  Absolute Superstars! 

 

East Wight Cross Country Competition at Steyn Park Bembridge 

We saw a  fantastic afternoon of cross country with a number of outstanding performances and 
some superb sportsmanship shown supporting each other in the races this week. 

Over a 1km course pupils from years 3, 4, 5 and 6 competed against athletes from 7 other 
schools. Incredible performances include birthday girl Esme in year 4, who won her race, 
sprinting past the leader in the last few metres. In year 5, Skye came 2nd and in 
the boys race Albert also came 2nd. For the year 6 girls, Izzy J strode away 
from the rest of the field to win her race by 30metres.  

In the relays, the year 3/4 boys came an impressive third and the year 5/6 girls 
came 2nd. 

In the overall competition both the year 3/4 team and the year 5/6 team came 
3rd out of 8 schools and everyone who competed can be very proud of their 
efforts. #gogreenarmy 



PERSONAL PRESENTATION - LET’S MAKE IT HAPPEN! 

It has been lovely to see some better weather 
this week and the promise that summer is on the 
way!  With this in mind, please can we draw 
attention to our summer uniform requirements 
as this week we have noticed some rather 
strange variations in school including super short 
fashion shorts, shirts but no tie and flip flop style 
shoes, all of which are not  appropriate. 

Please remember PE kit should be worn on PE 
days only. 

We do have a ‘new to you’ supply with FONs with 
lots of lovely summer items in a variety of sizes.  
Please contact them directly should you require 
items such as shorts or summer dresses and 
Jenny will be happy to assist.  We would much 
rather ‘make a difference’ and enable families to 
make use of our uniform supplies rather than 
have lots of items just sit spare! 

APPLE CLASS ENJOY BUTTERFLY WORLD 

On Thursday, Apple Class visited Butterfly World  to consolidate their learning 
about the life cycle of a butterfly. It was a sunny day so they were lucky enough 
to see lots of beautiful butterflies fluttering around. The children loved spotting 
them and then finding them on the identification charts.  

Together, they also found lots of caterpillars munching on leaves and lots of eggs 
hiding under leaves. They learned that caterpillars  are very fussy eaters and 
each species will only munch on their favourite plants. All of the class were 
super inquisitive and very brave in the creepy crawly 
section and held a wide variety of 
unusual animals including a tarantula, 
a bearded dragon, millipedes, two 
tortoises  , two snakes  and an African 
land snail. Miss Webber shared that 
they loved exploring the Japanese 
garden and got to bottle feed the very 
hungry koi carp! 

Well done Apple Class! 

OUR HANDBALL TEAM—AMAZING! 

The Year 5 handball team had to play against bigger and older opposition, last 
Friday, competing in the Island handball competition. 

16 schools took part, playing in 4 groups and then going through 
to the knockout stages.  

The #gogreenarmy team started brilliantly, beating both 
Shalfleet and Gatten and Lake schools. They then needed to 
beat Barton to top the group, unfortunately they were narrowly 
beaten so had to play Ryde school who had won their group. 
Again, they played well but couldn’t score the goals to take 
them into the Final. They had a final game and were leading 1-0 at half time but 
conceded 2 late goals to finish 7th overall. We are super proud of all of the team! 



WHAT HAVE WE BEEN LEARNING THIS WEEK? 
 
In preschool our little learners have been showing pride in their achievements. We have seen lots of happy smiling 
faces as they show us how amazing they are. Some of our little learners have been showing pride in their mark 
making and children have been taking on a challenge and not given up showing pride in their achievements.  
 
Apple Class have had a very busy week this week. We started the week with a frog focus. We explored the lifecycle of 
a frog and read the books ‘Growing frogs’ by Vivian French and ‘Oi Frog’ by Kes Gray and Jim Field. The children have had fun 

making paper plate frogs and frog masks. The children also had the opportunity to visit Butterfly world this week. 
Following our observations of our class caterpillars it was lovely to see so many different types of butterflies and 
moths. The children also had the opportunity to plant some seedlings which they were able to take back to school. 
The children have also really loved exploring their outside area in the sun this week. We have seen lots of cooperation, 
team work and caring for our environment. The children joined Year 3 in planting trees, the bug hotel is looking 
amazing and our plants and flowers are coming on nicely. In Phonics, the children have been focusing on phase 4 

words and especially reading longer words with the endings -ed, -est and -ing. In Maths, the children have been been looking at 
the composition of the number 7. They are learning that 7 can be made in different ways and have been partitioning 7 and 
thinking about the missing part. 
 
In History we spoke about the smuggler connected to the Isle of Wight 'Dickie Dawes' and the area St Helens and 
Priory where he brought back his smuggled goodies. We also looked at a photo of the cottage I'm St Helens where 
his daughter Sophie Dawes was born.  
In Geography we looked at food chains and again spoke about which animals were carnivores, herbivores and 
omnivores. 
 
Year Two have been writing character descriptions in response to George’s Marvellous Medicine. They have also been learning 

how to measure height and length using cm, mm, and m in Maths. In Science, they had to use team work to make an 
increasingly more difficult obstacle course to manoeuvre  a Pom Pom around by blowing a straw! You can see photos 
of the children’s brilliantly designed obstacle courses on the schools Facebook page. In Art, we practiced some simple 
shading techniques and then applied them to observational drawings of plants.  
 

We have begun looking closely at poems to find examples of personification, alliteration and similes. We have collected these so 
that we can use these in our own poetry writing.  We have finished our planning on investigating plants and are now setting 
these up. We will be keeping daily observations to see what happens to the plants.  As part of our learning on length we are now 
looking at subtracting lengths, reasoning and solving problems.  As part of our PSHE sessions we have been 
discovering how we can keep ourselves healthy.  
 
Wow what a busy week we have had this week in year 4.This week we have been looking at money in maths adding 
and subtracting amounts of money as well as estimating totals using rounding. We have written out own alternative 
descriptive narrative for Leon and the place between from when Leon enters the box. In DT we have designed our 
torches using cardboard tubes and started to make them using our knowledge of electrical circuits. We investigated how the 
number of batteries effects the brightness of the bulb in science and then investigated how the number of bulbs in a circuit with 

one battery affects the brightness of the bulbs. We enjoyed taking part in the live author webinar with Zohra Nabi 
hearing about her new book The Kingdom over the sea. The children were encouraged to create their own worlds 
where their own stories could take place. We have been busy working on homophones in spelling this week. We ad 
great fun in Geography looking at and reading the London underground map to help us complete challenges to decide 
which tube line we needed to take from one destination to another.  
 

We have had another busy week in Johnson Class. The sailors were particularly excited to make it all of the way to Seagrove 
Bay; while the children who stayed in class impressed themselves with their own ability to tackle some tricky SATs style 
arithmetic questions, although we all agreed life would be much easier if we could more rapidly recall our times 
tables facts, so please do continue to support your child with working on these at home. In Science, we planned a 
fair test to investigate how changing the shape of a piece of plasticine affected how quickly it moved through water. 
We did a good job of remembering that in a fair test, we only change one variable and all of the other variables must 
stay the same. On Wednesday morning, we very much enjoyed participating in a live Zoom event with the 
author  Zohra Nabi, who presented her magical adventure story, The Kingdom Over the Sea. It was wonderful to see 
the children inventing their own imaginary kingdoms in response to this experience. 
 
This week in Turing class we started a maths project based in a bakery. We used ratio and proportion to calculate the 
ingredients we would need. We also looked at the costs of these ingredients. We had to make decisions about which 

supermarket offered the best deals. Then we had to consider profit and loss when we priced our baked goods. In 
our English lessons, we continued to write our non-chronological reports. We enjoyed sharing our research. In 
geography we focused on using geographical terminology accurately: latitude, longitude, hemisphere. We 
enjoyed giving our opinions about the artwork of Beatriz Milhazes. We are looking forward to creating our own 
pieces of work inspired by this artist from Brazil. 





CONVERSATION STARTERS! 

Want to know what your children have been learning this week?  Here are some conversation 
starters that may help you talk to them about what they have been up to in class! 

 

PRE-SCHOOL 
Talk to me about…. The things I do that make me proud of 
myself. 
 
Tips of the week….. Talk to the children about something 
you are proud that you do or have done.  
 
Words to use …… Proud, Pride, Achievement,  
 
We have been reading…… 10 things I can do to Help My 
World by Melanie Walsh  
  

RECEPTION 
Words to use – eggs, frogspawn, hatching, tadpole, gills, 
legs, frog. 
 
Talk to me about ... our trip to Butterfly world and what 
we saw. 
 
Top tips ... Can you practise reading words that end        
in -ed and -ing? 
 
We have been reading … ‘Growing frogs’ by Vivian 
French. 

CLASS 1 

Words to use...omnivore, carnivore, herbivores, predator, 
prey 

We have been reading... the book vote had been going well 
again this week and we have read a couple of books with 
Mog the cat in as well as The Tiger Who Lost His Stripes. 

CLASS 2 

Talk to me about… measurement  

Words to use...length, height, cm 

We have been reading:...George’s Marvellous Medicine  

CLASS 3 
Talk to me about ...keeping healthy 
Words to use... rest, sleep, water, healthy food, time.  
Tips for the week...  Alliteration is when words start with 
the same sound: For example, Sammy the slippery snake 
came sliding. Alliteration is used in both written and spoken 
English. You can find examples in poetry, advertising and 
events commentary. It is often used in newspaper 
headlines to grab the reader's attention. 
We have been reading...  The Night Box by Louise Greig 
and Shrinking Violet definitely needs a dog by Lou 
Kuenzler. 

CLASS 4 
Talk to me about... adding and subtracting money, 
estimating money totals using rounding, the author 
webinar, our electrical circuit science investigation, 
designing our torches and reading the London 
underground map. 
Words to use...money, pencem pounds, estimating, 
rounding, London underground, electricity, circuits. 
Tips for the week...Practice your tines tables 
We have been reading.. The Lost Whale 

CLASS 5 
 
Talk to me about... air and water resistance and what it 
means to be streamlined 
Words to use... air resistance, water resistance, weight, 
force, friction, streamlined, surface area, fair test, variable 
Tips for the week....Friction occurs when objects move 
through water or air. Air resistance is a type of friction 
between air and another material. 
For example, when an aeroplane flies through the air, air 
particles hit the aeroplane making it more difficult for it to 
move through the air. It's the same for an object moving 
through water. If you go swimming, there is friction 
between your skin and the water particles. This is known 
as water resistance. 
We have been reading... The Island and Jake Atlas 

CLASS 6 

Talk to me about ...Beatriz Milhazes. What is unusual 
about her work? 

Words to use… longitude; latitude; hemisphere; physical 
geography; profit; and loss. 

Tips for the week...keep reading and recording the pages 
and books on Boomreader! 

We have been reading... 'Adventures of Isabel' by Ogden 
Nash and Jake Atlas and the Hunt for the Feathered 
God' by Rob Lloyd Jones. What will happen at the 
auction? Will Jake and Pan find the Snake Lady? 

 

 

 

 



Lunchtime Menu — Chartwells for week beginning  22nd May 2023 

 

 Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

Main  Cheese & 
Tomato Pizza 
with Wedges 

Butter Chicken 
Curry & Rice  

Roast Pork, 
Roast Potatoes 
& Gravy 

Cottage Pie Fish Fingers & 
Chips 

Vegetarian Vegetable 
Bolognese  

Tomato 
Vegetable 
Burger & 

Vegan Sausage 
Casserole 

Macaroni 
Cheese 

Vegetarian 
Dippers & 
Chips 

Dessert Berry Flapjack 
& Fruit 

Shortbread Chocolate 
Brownie & Fruit 

Ice Cream Pineapple 
Upside Cake 

 

 

ALL HOT MEAL ORDERS MUST BE IN BY 9.00AM  

DON’T BE LATE THE COOK CAN’T WAIT! 

 

MAKE IT HAPPEN—FREE HOT MEALS 

The eligibility criteria for free school meals can be found here free school meals. 

We would encourage any parent who has faced a change in personal circumstances, perhaps related to the current cost of living crisis, to 
consider the criteria and apply if they are eligible. 

If the application is approved eligibility can open a gateway to a host of additional financial benefits for your child including supporting the 
purchase of school uniform, funding for school trips, additional in-class support.   

Please also remember that children in EYFS, Y1 and Y2 are routinely eligible for a FREE HOT MEAL (no application process 
necessary) and Sharon our chef makes yummy meals that they will enjoy.  Please contact the school office if you require 
any more information about free meals. 

KEY STAGE 2 CELEBRATION ASSEMBLY 

WE ARE SO PROUD OF EACH AND EVERYONE OF YOU!  

Dexter, Stanley GN, Mia, Harry T and Jack Tho 

Amaya, Ronni, George S., Elliot 

https://www.gov.uk/apply-free-school-meals

